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PRESTIGE AND RESPECT 


Next week, after the dust 
has settled on the big event 
of last November 8th, we will 
take a look at what the future 
may hold as a result of the 
election. Meantime, there 
were several issues discussed 
during the recent campaign 
which generated more heat 
than light. The chief of 
these was the question of 
American prestige abroad - a 
subject about which we will 
hear more in the future. 

Mr. Kennedy, as you know, 
pounded away at the theme 
that under the Kepublicans 


the United States was losing 
out to Soviet Russia in the 
race to win the affections 
of other nations. Mr. Nixon, 
on the other hand, declared 
that our prestige was greater 
than it had ever been and 
that it was a major error to 
brand America as a sort of 
second-class power. 

But neither candidate 
really got to the root of the 
matter. The truth is that the 
question should never have 
come up in the campaign. 
Whether our so-called pres- 
tige in the world has in- 








creased or decreased is in 
fact not the point. If both 
candidates had had a better 
understanding of the real 
factors which made America a 
great nation, they would have 
said something like this: 

We are not going to form 
our foreign policy in an ef- 
fort to force any foreign 
nation to love us. We are go- 
ing to form our foreign policy 
strictly in the interest of 
the United States of America. 
If certain nations in the 
world like what we do, well 
and good. If they don’t - 
that’s just too bad. Our pri- 
mary purpose is not to please 
them, but to do whatever is 
essential for the safety and 
security of our own country, 
regardless of how others may 
feel about it. 

This is the way we always 


A NEW-OLD IDEA 

Another subject about which 
we heard so much during the 
campaign was something called 
our ‘rate of growth.’ The 
theory surrounding this 
phrase is supposed to embody 
a new idea. It grows out of a 
belief in certain types of 
minds that the management of 
a great nation can be reduced 
to a statistical formula. 
Actually, there is nothing 


operated - until we tried to 
become a world do-gooder. The 
point which is overlooked 
nowadays is that in inter- 
national affairs there is no 
such thing as love and affec- 
tion as between nations. 
There is only respect. And 
the thing our politicians 
seem to forget is that America 
always commanded this respect 
even when she was a compara- 
tively weak nation, because 
she acted honorably in her 
own interest exclusively. 

As to our supposed rivalry 
with the communist nations 
for the love of the world, 
compare the thousands upon 
thousands who seek escape 
from Red rule, at the risk of 
their lives, to the mere 
handful who voluntarily enter 
the communist orbit. 


new about the idea. It is the 
age-old notion that people 
can be led around by their 
noses — forced to do what 
others think is good for them. 
It is, of course, the very 
opposite of freedom, but in 
our modern life the meaning 
of words has become so mixed 
up that the notion is pre- 
sented to us as a way to 
advance our democratic way of 
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life. Also, whether the peo- 
ple who talk about this 
‘rate of growth’ know it or 
not, they are imitating the 
Soviet economic system. 

First, let us see if we can 
put into plain, simple lan- 
guage what is meant by this 
phrase ‘rate of growth.’ Then 
we will be able to see better 
the nonsense, and the danger, 
involved in the theory. 

Put together all the act- 
ivities in America which 
provide us with services, 
food, clothes, housing, auto- 
mobiles, luxuries and every- 
thing else people need or 
want — and you have the sum 
total of a nation’s economy. 
All the people who work to 
produce and distribute these 
products, plus all those who 


provide services, plus all 
who invest their money in 
these things - all these peo- 
ple together produce what is 
known as our national income. 
This is the total of the in- 
come of all the people in the 
United States. Because of 
numerous and varying factors, 
each year the sum total of 
everything we work at, and 
the sum total of the income 
we produce in the process, 
rises or falls over the pre- 
vious year. It has been rising 
more or less steadily for a 
number of years. 

This, of course, is a some- 
what over-simplified state- 
ment but it will serve for 
the moment. Now certain col- 
lege professors and others - 
who like to reduce everything 
to bare numbers —- have figur- 
ed out that this economic 
system of ours has been grow- 
ing at the rate of four or 
five or six or ten percent a 
year, depending upon who is 
doing the figuring. And there 
are two complaints about it. 
Both come mainly from the big 
brains inthe modern ‘ liberal’ 
camp. The first is that the 
rate of growth is not large 
enough. The second is that 
even if it is large enough, 
the growth is in the wrong 
places. Their favorite ex- 
ample is that we spend too 








much money on fancy automo- 
biles and not enough on pub- 
lic housing. And then they 
try to scare us to death by 
showing that our ‘rate of 
growth’ is falling behind that 
of the communist countries. 
The comparison, of course, is 
completely false. If a com- 
munist country produced one 
automobile last year, and 


TRULY SOUND GROWTH 


However, behind all this 
talk about our ‘rate of 
growth’ is the notion that 
the way to increase it — and 
guarantee that the increase 
will come in the ‘proper’ 
place - is for the government 
to step in. This is why we 
said this theory is one of 
the oldest in the world. It 
is the ancient notion of 
national planning, or social 
planning, or whatever you 
want to call it. Actually, it 
is a form of socialization of 
our economic system, in which 
the government - which means 
a group of politicians —would 
tell us how, when, where and 
how much we should produce 
and consume. This is what 
Soviet Russia has been doing 
for 43 years under various 
five-year-plans and seven- 
year-plans. When each plan 
fails to produce the great 


produces two this year, its 
rate of growth has had a 100- 
percent rise in that field. 
But if the United States 
produced five million auto- 
mobiles last year and only 
four and a half million this 
year, its rate of growth has 
dropped — but it still pro- 
duced millions more automo- 
biles than the Red nation. 


abundance which was promised, 
it is simply scrapped and a 
new plan is started. It is 
easy for the politicians in 
Russia, because if anyone ob- 
jects he is liquidated. 
Perhaps it is very enticing 
to be told by a doubledome 
professor that if you will 
just leave everything to the 
government, it will plan our 
‘rate of growth’ and you will 
no longer have to worry about 
recessions or depressions. 
But before we listen serious- 
ly to this siren-song, we had 
better remember two things. 
The first is that you cannot 
have government planning of 
your economic system without 
losing your freedom. Eventu- 
ally, as in socialist coun- 
tries and especially as in 
Soviet Russia, the enforce- 
ment machinery must be used. 
The second thing to keep in 
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mind is that there is only 
one way to guarantee a truly 
sound ‘rate of growth.’ This 
is through the efforts of a 
free people working in a free 
economic system. The system 
will inevitably have its ups 
and downs, because it is a 
human system. But in the end, 
it is the only system which 
can carry men along the road 
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to true growth — and to free- 
dom. Our choice is simple: 
Return to the system which 
made us the richest and most 
abundant nation on earth. Or 
“let the government do it’ 
and turn ourselves into the 
drab, dull slaves of a Soviet 
planned ‘paradise.’ 

- John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 11/13/60 
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Book Review 


BEFORE WE ALL GO POUF! 


COUNTDOWN FOR DECISION by Maj. 
Gen.J.B. Medaris, U. S. Army 
(Ret.), with Arthur Gordon, 
303 pages, Putnam, N.Y. , $5.00. 


If you want a world to live 
in, pay attention! Or not any 
ofus will be doing any think- 
ing, or loving, laughing, 
playing and dreaming. Or so 
General Medaris believes. 

He had charge of the Army’s 
missile program from 1955 to 
1960, when he resigned. He 
wants to talk to you — about 
‘massive retaliation’ or 
‘global extermination’ as it 
might well be called, about 
the USA and the USSK and the 
science race which we are in 
up to our necks. 


The real wallop in General 
Medaris’ message comes in the 
last two or three short, 
dynamic chapters. But to show 
why the action he recommends 
is necessary he takes you with 
him through five years of 
fighting bureaucracy and 
entrenched interest, of inter- 
service rivalry and skull- 
duggery, of trying to get 
decisions that would permit 
action, get results and avoid 
waste. 

You need not understand the 
lingo of the space age to 
stay with the General and 
take the measure of the prob- 
lem as he sees it. That some- 
day a mere misunderstanding, 
a misconstrued radar image 








or some accident of misjudg- 
ment may release from both 
sides of the world the rock- 
et-powered, atomic-armored 
destruction of civilization 
is a possibility that greatly 
worries the General. He knows 
how easily it can happen - 
and how seriously we need a 
means of delaying, with safe- 
ty, the release of our retal- 
iatory missiles. He knows, 
and tells, how we can gain 
this vital time for verifica- 
tion of attack before we need 
to retaliate. But he doesn’t 
know how he or others in the 
Services or in government can 
get the bureaucrats, the en- 
trenched legions of indecision 
to take the necessary action. 
The pressure of public opin- 
ion alone can force the 
action, the General believes. 

The one big question fac- 
ing us and everyone else in 
this world today, General 
Medaris says, is this: ‘Can 
mankind learn to control and 
direct to constructive pur- 
poses, the tremendous forces 
that science and technology 
have made available? This 
question is first and fore- 
most for the simple reason 
that if it cannot be affirma- 
tively answered, the other 
tormenting problems of our 
age will beof no consequence. 
Mankind will go down to de- 


struction at worst, or slavery 
at best, and there will be 
few if any problems at all.’ 

To save ourselves we must 
have the power of decision. 
This we do not now have, the 
General says, because ‘...in 
Washington, empire is piled 
upon empire. The number of 
Assistant Secretaries (Depart 
ment of Defense) has been 
increased to provide one as a 
direct supervisor for every 
responsible military staff 
chief...History says, and 
Parkinson’s Law supports the 
statement, that a government 
bureaucracy continues to grow 
in size and number regardless 
of need, and never diminishes. 
Yet to cure our present prob- 
lems there must be a clear 
recognition of the fact that 
one person can truly do more 
work than seven, and do it 
better, if the one has both 
authority and responsibility, 
and the seven have only per- 
manent tenure on the public 
payroll.’ 

General Medaris proposes 
five corrective measures -in- 
triguing and controversial - 
and gives his experience- 
backed and very cogent reasons 
for each. Always recognizing 
that the General is Army and 
looks at the problems of 
national defense with perhaps 
some natural pride-of-service 





astigmatism, it would be wise which presently thwart our 
to listen carefully to his  government’s efforts to make 
analysis of our position, of decisions and take wise and 
our defense problems, and of | strong action. 

the forces and conditions - Cortland Gray Smith 
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BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU 


The above very appropriate title was applied by the Coun- 
cil for Basic Education to an interesting item about the 
National Education Association (NEA), the big educational 
lobbying organization in Washington. NEA makes pious state- 
ments about welcoming ‘constructive criticism of education.’ 
But its NEA Defense Commission, whose avowed purpose is ‘de- 
fending and advancing democracy through education,’ is 
evidently going in for some Orwellian methods which have al- 
ready become all too familiar in certain foreign lands. The 
Council for Basic Education reports that in the NEA Handbook 
for 1960-61, the NEA Vefense Commission proudly announces: 

‘A major step forward during 1959-60 was the initiation of 
a four-year project in which the Commission’s extensive 
files on the critics of education will be reorganized and 
reclassified. An additional staff member has been secured to 
prepare fact sheets on all the major critics of education.’ 

Such are the sins committed in the name of ‘democracy’ —- 
with the money of American teachers who pay dues to NEA! 
Seemingly, it has not occurred to NEA that there really is 
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something wrong with American education if it will take four 
years to prepare dossiers on its critics. 


THROW ’ EM OUT 

“The Soviet Union and its satellites have served notice on 
the United Nations that they have no intention of paying 
their share of the cost of the UN’s Congo operation. Sug- 
gestion: Why doesn’t the United Nations, which is, afterall, 
the greatest country club of them all, adopt the usual rules? 
A member who falls behind in dues will be posted. If he 
fails to pay up in 15 days, he will be barred from the 
facilities.” - NATIONAL REVIEW 
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